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1 ABSTRACT

Different factors are leading to fundamental charigethe values, form, and function of cities. Hmhold
onto our beliefs in a changing world and towarddbed society is a challenge faced by both Chirththe
Western World. With the conception of ‘Lovable Citthe authors provide an analysis of the important
socio-psychological role of love in a city. Our gpoexplores the way to deal with the challengeegfative
change by planning ‘Lovable City* from the aspefceohancing intimacy, arousing passion, and maiirigi
commitment.

2 INTRODUCTION

2.1 Motivation

Most of the modern cities in the world are in theeag tide of change led by different factors like
globalization and economic crisis. And in thosepeesive cities, people’s feelings and emotions giva
change with time. Take China as an example. Bet&686 to 1990, a citizen had a strong love forrtbigy

if the city could provide them a stable job, eveithva low salary. Today, however, people pursuettier
high quality of life provided by their city. Withush change, cities bring both positive and negatiflaence

on our daily life. As mentioned previously, how rmaintain our beliefs in a changing world and build
towards a better society is a challenge faced Iy 6bina and Western World. Especially in Chinghwie
rapid urban development, people have lost theie liov the city in which they have lived and theatiglns
among people have turned from the traditional e¢lese into today’s coldness and indifference. Urban
inhabitants tend to care only about themselvesy fhenilies, and their income level. More and more
residents feel like passerbys and feel no senbelohging though they live and work in cities. ABil@a is
still in the process of physical planning, the eutrplanning practices focus more on aestheticegatund the
need to meet the government officials’ tastes amohahd of cities, which often times lead to a major
problem: lack of consideration for the public’'s deelnstead, the desire to have modern aesthgticall
appealing structures, like impersonal large spacéall buildings, greatly influences China’s urljaanning
and design. To solve these problems, our group fomtgard the concept of ‘Lovable City’ to attemt t
tackle the challenge of negative change.

2.2 Related Work

The goal of “Lovable City” is to maintain our bdkeand build towards a better society. One of tlostm
famous researchers in the field was Jane Jacoluiseddook “The Death and Life of Great Americandsiti
(1961) became a rallying point for those who wisliedthe enhancement of their cities in addition to
holding onto their beliefs by protecting their ngigrhoods and lifestyles. Another scholar, Johadtriann,
believes the good society is that ordering of humgations that allows us to live more fully in tlile of
dialogue. The Good Society continuously createsraackates itself within the world. The chain obple’s
dialogue remains unbroken (Friedmann, 3). Jan Gehgse thoughtful work “Life Between Buildings”
(1980), gives a foresight into the image of “Lowahklity” and a useful theoretical tool for plannibguch as
the character of space — to invite or repel.

3 CONCEPTION AND SIGNIFICANCE OF “LOVABLE CITY”

3.1 Conception of “Lovable City”

The spirit and nature of Lovable City is love. Tdity can affect people and the expression of bafferted
is emotion. Love is the permanent and highest-levabtion of people. Lovable city is the city string
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loved by both residents and visitors, both livadrhe enjoyable, and is the essence of both the gopdnd
good society.

More than just a city, Lovable City serves as th&bediment of intimacy, a richness of passion and an
eternity of commitment. Almost universally evocatit serves as a goal in life for many, a dreacatian

or business destination for those wanting to hakkeraey and friendly experience. Lovable city idacp to
visit, a place of endless possibilities, of dreamd fantasies, a place of the future.

3.2 Significance of “Lovable City”

Why do we need Lovable City? Different researclhierge different points of views. The main reasores ar
summarized as the following:

* Lovable City comprises the entire spectrum of @y, which combine to make communal spaces
in cities and residential areas meaningful andaetitre. How a city looks and feels and the
attractions it offers both visitors and residentgkit as being different from all others — as &ua
and desirable place to visit, work, live, and lolts hard to imagine the unique characteristi@of
city could sustain development without love in sacthanging world.

e Lovable City makes us imagine a world that is mbeautiful than the one we actually inhabit,
create positive social relationships in the urbamrenment, and contribute to the richness of its
residents’ social life, make people become reamibe participants.

» Lovable City could meet different needs for cont&pportunities for meetings and daily activities
in the public spaces of a city or residential ag@able one to be among, to see, to hear, and to
experience other people functioning in variousagions.

Basically, Lovable City offers an opportunity to Wwéh others in a relaxed and undemanding way. €ame
take occasional walks, perhaps make a detour @angin street or side street on the way home, usgat
an inviting bench near a front door to be amongpfeetor a short while. One can even do daily shogi
they chose. There would be a plethora of optioneat disposal.

4 THREE WAYS TO MAKE A CITY “LOVABLE”

How do we create or plan a Lovable City? Our grawgnly provides three ways as enhancing intimacy,
arousing passion, and maintaining commitment.

4.1 Enhancing Intimacy

Intimacy is the feeling of closeness. It referghe close feeling of users (citizens and visitéosan urban
environment, both physical and mental. Accordinglam Gehl's theory, if people feel no intimacy,yonl
necessary activities (everyday tasks like goingdool or to work, shopping, etc.) will take pldmrause
these activities are more or less independent efekierior environment. Only when people feel the
closeness to a city, optional activities will ocduecause these activities take place only whenriexte
conditions are optimal, when place and situatiafiténpeople to stop, sit, eat, play, and so orstteets and
city spaces of poor quality, only the bare minimafhactivities takes place. People hurry home. tpoad
environment, a completely different and broad gpectof human activities is possible. Urban planners
should not only love and care for the residentgigitors, but also need the consideration of ‘giyvitine city

a character that make people feel intimacy. Thismaepeople can experience being loved by living,
working, or visiting a city.

The relationship between distance and closenesarinus contact situations, has an important fedrid

the prevalent perception of urban dimensions. latindistance (0 to 45 centimeters) is the distaheéhich
intense feelings are expressed: tenderness, condue. Lovable cities can be comparably perceiaed
intimate, warm, and personal. Conversely, citiethwdrge spaces, wide streets, and tall buildirfgencare
felt to be cold and impersonal. Intimacy also pdeg a reasonable amount of time in which to see and
process visual impressions. In a city, if the spekdovement is increased, the possibility of disoey
details and processing meaningful social infornmatioops sharply. The more familiar the environmém,
more intimacy and safety people feel. Because Ghineban environment changes so rapidly without
rational plan, people always feel strange and naveense of belonging.
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Enhancing intimacy includes both creation of lovel anaking the lost love return. The creation ofelov
comprises stressing on humanistic urban plannirth dasign to make people experience social love and
increasing soft space, such as water and greenkdndh can express urban emotion. Making the logt |
return refers to the protection of old buildingspecically some unremarkable or even valuelessebrok
ones. Such buildings are the valuable wealth &fesis’ emotion. In addition, intimate spaces neadlkand
simple, not large and complicated dimensions. titlie question about the choice of urban addition or
subtraction in urban design. Environmental psyohists have found that street-corner gatheringsh@ t
central city can be an important part of resideliwg's and a useful way to enhance intimacy. Ba#ibie

and invisible urban elements are fundamental feattw make people feel intimacy. Some examples are:
friendly waving of hands, smiling, nodding, etc.

4.2 Arousing Passion

Passion is a uniquely stimulating and inspiring exignce of the citizens. Why is passion importamt f
Lovable City? Today's trend of living in lovelessties and residential areas that has welcomed
industrialization, segregation of various city ftions, and reliance on the automobile has caudezs ¢d
become duller and more monotonous. This highligimtsmportant need, namely the need for passias. It’
not enough to make people love a city only by tteaetive character of city itself. People’s loww & city
needs to be stimulated and inspired. Even a lovaibfemay not be loved. The so-called ‘stimulation
inspiration’ by urban designers refers to the matioh of the awareness, imagining, and emotionstiesy

in the human psychological structure to make pebplee a strong love for their city. This includesth
public experience and public participation. Pukbkperience refers to the public cognition and eatidn for

a city with a need to create ideal conditions feope‘s experience in cities in a practical waye fhimary
way includes increasing attractive public spacdses€ public spaces such as the entrance gatet, stree
square, or waterfront is good window for exhibitiagjractiveness of a city. To enhance consciousness
systematization, and optimization of public spaseai major way to arouse passion. Public space
optimization means not only increasing the numbgrublic spaces, but constantly increasing theityuaf
urban public space. For instance, one can inspibdigplove for a city by adding emotional languaayed
protecting poignant environmental elements of pugiace. An understanding of Lovable City begirtb @i
consideration of its smallest elements such asingilik the street. Public participation stressedrea and
flexible urban design. Both the idea of ‘urban t&jtby Henri Lefebvre and the calling for the ‘nplan’
ideal in the 1960s provided the possibility of fegel flexible choice that make users get involved @aouse
their passion for planning their own cities. Plaisngive residents planning tools such as teachiamtto do
field analysis, build distribution models, and drhlueprints. They try to explain important plan aikst to
residents clearly in a relatively easy way and nepdents summarize their ideas and maintain them.

Experiencing other people represents a particuladiprful and attractive opportunity for stimulatio
Compared with experiencing buildings and other immarte objects, experiencing people, who speak and
move about, offers a wealth of sensual variatiamtHermore, it concerns the most important subjectty:
people. Lovable cities, therefore, ones in whicbgbe can interact with one another, are alwaysudtiting
because they are rich in experience. This is inraenhto loveless cities, which can scarcely avgithg poor

in experiences and, henceforth, dull... no matter moany colors and variations of the shapes of the
buildings are introduced.

4.3 Maintaining Commitment

Commitment is the continuity of people’s love focity. One can build or enhance a city, but howgleuill

the love for the city last? Three weeks, three gigliree decades...? The eternity of love mainly dépen
the degree of satisfaction and loyalty. The commaittrincludes people’s commitment to a city and’sity
commitment to its residents. People’s commitmemérseto the strong feeling and desire to stay for a
lifetime and/or promote and represent their citth#y are forced to live elsewhere. The city’s catnrant
refers to providing resources, places, and oppibiesrin order to help people make their dreamsectime.
Whether or not a city could help people realizértleeams is directly connected to people’s loved@ity.

It's just like in one’s family: If husband and wifeave a strong commitment to both each other arheio
children, all the members of the family will havesteong feeling of belonging. People will have r@st and
lasting love to a city if they have such commitment

ProceedingREAL CORP 2011 Tagungshand ISBN:  978-3-9503110-0-6 (CD-ROM); ISBN: 978-3-9508%1-3 (Print) E
18-20 May 2011, Essen. http://www.corp.at Editors: Manfred SCHRENK, Vasily V. POPOVICH, Peter ZEILE



Lovable City: Maintaining Our Beliefs While Livingnia Changing World and Building Towards a Better &yci

Maintaining commitment is often difficult, but in be done. One of the biggest keys to obtainiisgiokre
and maintenance of commitment is to balance batintked to enhance the city economically and enhance
the quality of life for the citizens. This will natways be harmonious as change is constant arelvaotone
will be happy with certain changes. To combat th&stance of change, city leaders and officiats @ban
planners must be personable and address the dtyp@mowledge the concerns that certain changés wil
bring. By building this kind of personal relatiofislwith the city and by making the residents feglifahe
city officials care, the residents may trust thty coifficials and planners a little bit more. Thday, detailing
proven methods to show that these changes willfibehe city as a whole and by confirming the bétsef
that most of the city’s residents will receive aftmplementation, then, in time, most people widhte to
understand the need for change. Initially, everywitlenot be pleased. This initial implementatiohahange

is always the most difficult time. However, enhangcia city is never a temporary fix. As long as the
residents understand that their livelihood will betaffected, the chances of unrest, formally torimally,

are not likely. Furthermore, once the benefits efddicial city planning are realized by the residethen
they will be more apt to continue to love and apjate their city and maintain the commitment togkag it
beautiful and appealing. Enhancing the city ecowaityi while building bridges with the community and
making them feel like they matter and are a pasoofiething is a major key to a Lovable City.

5 DIVERSITY WITH EQUALITY

5.1 The Definition of “Diversity with Equality”

Diversity without equality addresses only differendiversity with equality also addresses powethBeed

to be addressed. So we need a concept of divessitgh embraces equality. Equal opportunities and
diversity are not mutually exclusive. Equality stibbe the normative value underpinning diversityjrg it
teeth and meaning. Equality means ensuring thatlpaeith different needs have equality of opportyni
and outcome.

5.2 Multifunction of “Lovable City”

The nature of lovable city makes it a city of diéfiet cultures and backgrounds and will definitelgimbain
an international reputation for acceptance anditarance of different lifestyles, especially preieic of
vulnerable groups. The injustice of health, weatid opportunities makes millions of people livel@spair.
To face and solve the challenge of such probleexastly the holy duty of lovable city.

Lovable city should be designed in a way that recaas and supports natural diversity and mustayuae
the full citizenship of all users and residents—ame should be denied the right to the city becadigbeir
gender, income, familial status, sex, religion,us#orientation, ethnicity, or gender identity. Theal of
feeling love for one should not be achieved atdkpense of another. Lovable city must serve maitipl
functions so that people can use the same spaddifferent purposes on different schedules. Takhmy
multifunction use of an urban street as an examipigicate Sidewalk Ballet’, as described by Jdaeobs,

IS a celebration of heterogeneity. In the coursa afay, a variety of people used the street inngeaf
different ways. The urban street comes alive assaltr of the various uses people make of it, ard th
resulting serendipitous encounters enrich liveswabdn experiences.

5.3 Concern for “Vulnerable” Groups

Attention should be paid to urban minorities ornarable groups. Of all the possible Pareto Optignali
scenarios, the just choice would be that whose dbwlass is the most advantaged. It's vitally intpor to
make vulnerable groups like Lesbian, Gay, Bisexoal Transgender (LGBT) persons or persons with
disabilities felt empowered to advocate their aEdires. Cleveland Pride, founded in 1989, is akesae of
activities, including a parade, a party in the pakd live entertainment - all designed to celebtae
diversity and solidarity of Cleveland, Ohio's LGBE®mmunity. Many large cities all over the worldstu
like Cleveland, have their own LGBT prides suchLasdon, New York City, Tokyo, Chicago, Detroit, etc

A loveable city should advocate for this type oBsp and promote tolerance and/or acceptance for all
people.
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5.4 China’s Current Situation on Diversity

Gender, income levels, and disability are key issatethe root of much discrimination in Chineseietyc
and the interest of government and the public dgual blurred. The government claims that the
‘Harmonious Society’ advocated by them represeetsefits for all different groups in Chinese society
Nobody is sure of its reality. At least in urbamnqming education, some college professors tendstuss
projects only with government officials or realastlandlords, not with vulnerable groups or urbsers.

6 ALOVELESS CITY = AGHOST CITY

To prove the vital importance of creating love oday’s cities, we take examples from the opposite
perspective to show what a city could become witthaee, a ghost city. To live or escape are bottioogl
activities, the latter situation gives birth to ghoity. In ghost cities, where social experiermesframed by
calculability, detachment, and reserve, there lageetver-present conditions for loneliness and fieriaTo
make the analysis more universal, our group takescities, Dantu, China and Yebes, Spain, as exasnpl
The vast number of vacant homes spread throughagcshows that similar problems exists in bothr@h
and the western world.

6.1 Case Study of Dantu, China

Dantu is a typical kind of ‘new city’ built in Chénlocated in the south of Zhenjiang City, Jiangsawice.
China is still in the process of physical plannamy the idealized planned modern cities have cameet
conceptualized as a machine-like unit where evary @@one) was expected to have a specific funcite
goal of Dantu planning is to be an ecological gardey. We have applied users’ evaluations to exglo
people’s feeling for Dantu. Our survey questiondude: Do you work here or in Zhenjiang City? Daiyo
often participate in outdoor activities? How's yaefationship with neighbors? How’'s the public si#gu
here? Do you think the city fits your lifestyle \W&eHow long are you going to stay here? And we also
checked the conditions of the facilities for thdegly, disabled, and children. According to ounsyr, there

is no shopping mall or theatre and few facilitigsefor the elderly, disabled and children in DarfPeople
also don't feel closeness with their neighbors widoor environment. Most of them go shopping and fi
entertainment in Zhenjiang City. Our group perfodntbe research on Saturday, but only saw buildings
(most are housing units built and building) witlvfears and people and, because conditions for paldias
are very monotonous, continuous squares of landscélpese bushes and trees which were shaped to
resemble squares are large and impersonal. Witt dgistance in the urban plane, there is nothinghnta
experience outdoors. Under these conditions, nesstients prefer to remain indoors or go to downtofvn
Zhenjiang City to relax themselves.

6.2 Case Study of Yebes, Spain

Most of the units in Yebes have never sold, andighothey were finished just three years ago, threy a
already falling into disrepair with the concretapging off the sides of the buildings. Vandals hatelen
piping, radiators, doors - anything they could tegir hands on. Those few families who live theeefk
dogs to ward off strangers. Oscar Lorenzo de AmppBught his home in Yebes in 2007. He is nowntyyi
to sell it, saying that the house is a nightmarenfm and his wife. Over a decade, developers huiftdreds
of thousands of units; 800,000 went up in 2007 @lon

6.3 Comparison of Dantu and Yebes

The main feature of ghost city is lack of peoplese with the expression of full of empty streetsl avast
government buildings. Nobody wants to stay andysres try their best to flee from ghost city.

Cause of Ghost City Dantu Yebes
Similarity Fast rates of expansion in constructi@utdoor space with
poor quality
Difference Lack of infrastructure Financial  Crisis;Supply
more than Demand
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7 DOES A “LOVABLE CITY” = A PERFECT CITY?

Here’'s the question: should we wish for the perfecable city? In my point of view, not only is tleeno
such thing as perfection, but there is no needigdio seek it. If there is perfection, the worldl wot evolve
toward any final form or telos. Even though we nagire it, we could not make everyone love the same
city. What urban planners and designers can dalisto maximize the love for as many different grelas
possible. A city with all its perfection would beither the strongest nor the most lasting. The fey that

it was perfect would rob it of its bond of unionhdl flaw that would destroy it would lie in its very
perfection. Even two brothers living in the sameud® drew very different personal maps of their
neighborhood. How can we expect all people to txeesame city? Because of imperfection, the planafn
lovable city should not be an ideal end but a dyingrocess.

8 CONCLUSION

A journey of a thousand miles begins with the fat&p. Inevitably, Lovable City is both more reletvand
more interesting to experience in the long run taenany combination of colored concrete and stagge
building forms. The paper is not about the lovatitg as an idea; it is about its practice. And pinactice of
creating a lovable city is an act of rebellion aghithe repressive forces of traditional cities #ral social
order that is planned. It is the way to hold odrdfe while living in a changing world. Our goaltis set you
off on journeys of searching for your own lovabity ®ecause your lovable city may not be mine. Gnilh
love can a city be sustained and developed; andifthef city could last forever. With the characief
intimacy, passion, and commitment, Lovable Cityldqurovide opportunities for contact at a modesele
sources of inspiration, stimulating experiencesg gwossibilities for maintaining already established
emotions.

9 BONUS INTERVIEW

After explaining the concept of “Lovable City” tm &frican-American student living in China, | askiein
a question, “Which city do you think is a loveabity, and why?” This was his response:

The city | love most is New York City. | love it f@ variety of reasons. | am a "city boy" first dodemost,
so | love the feel of the big city. There are viaw big cities like it. There are 5 parts (borougbfthe city
to which one can travel and each has its own ctaraddanhattan is the smallest, but most famousorgn
many things, it is the financial, cultural, andriem capital of the city. Staten Island is the n&sgturban of
the city. Queens is the largest by area and has dman and suburban parts as well as its ownstouri
friendly parts. Brooklyn is the largest by popuwatiand has very close-knit communities. The Broax the
largest composite racial, ethnic population andpragnother attributes, private waterfront homes dty C
island. The city as a whole has many charming dbariatics. It has very large, towering buildings,
beautiful waterfront, very efficient public transfagion (subway, bus, etc), and even very largépahere
the town's many, many residents can partake irriatyaf public activities (i.e. Jogging, walkinge dog,
playing games with their families, etc). Howevehaw | love the most about New York City is the oudt
There are many different people from all over theldr and the city caters to all of them. The citeg
beyond merely tolerating other cultures; they at@m embrace them. They welcome different cultures
and, as a result, you can see many different semrdsrestaurant that cater to their needs. Beocafudee
city’s promotion and acceptance of other cultuss®ryone benefits. | have tasted many differentidels
cuisines from many different countries. | have disoght authentic merchandise from their storewelb
They always say, “If you can't find it in New Yorkou can'’t find it anywhere else in North America.”
People from all over the world flock to the citydaras a result, you can find merchanside and fowmah f
many different countries from Africa, Asia, Eurofnguth America, and Australia. In addition to fimgl
people of different races and ethnicites, theretislerance of social cultures and subcultureseds Reople
believe in the old addage of “live and let live'ike most big cities, it has a very high populatairiesbian,
bisexual, gay, and transgender (LBGT) persons. kewehroughout the city (in Manhattan particulyrly
the hostility faced by the LBGT community is notpasvalent as it is in other cities. The LBGT conmity

is allowed to flourish and, because the commurstfréquently found in big money industries suchles
entertainment, hospitality, and fashion industrf@siong countless others), the city benefits fromirth
presence and ability to hone their creativity withbostility. There are many other cultures andcslibres
found there as well. You will frequently see thp-hobp kids, the goth and emo kids, hipster kids, rmany,
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many others. Everyone is allowed to be themselndstlae city benefits from the tolerance and accema
of other cultures and subcultures, especially tilelien and young adults who will not have to fasemuch
bullying, violence, and intolerance. New York défly embodies the spirit of a “Lovable City“. dt’
apparent as one travels to the city and sees hgih dwn eyes how much pride New Yorkers have @irth
city. The fact that they have so much to offer #mat you can find anything and everyone in thely @
something they love to claim. The residents lovejust bits and pieces of the city, they love tlitg as a
whole. Most people there have a sense of belonging.city is not perfect (it can be dirty due te thck of
alleys for trash pick-up), but many people will egmwith my assessment that it is one of the “placds"
when one travels the world.
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