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1 ABSTRACT

The aim of the paper is to investigate, analyze diaduss the neighbourhood spatial developmenttarmglations to
social environment. The field research, mentioneldJs, was conducted in autumn 2007, covering thelevarea of
Pozna and some surrounding communes (aprox. 700 thous&adhitants in whole metropolitan area and ap&®a
thousend inhabitants within the city border), of¢he biggest cities in Poland. The main featutieat were observed
and analyzed, touched the problem of spatial amamegts’ implications into citizens’ everyday lifEhe first issue, as
most of the relevant research is focused on, wargtified at the level of city infrastructure plangj while the second
practical, even more important, is concerned abfmtvays of using the space by citizens. Polises#re developing
— an enormous economic changes allow to revitatem@gvate and rebuilt many areas of city infrastme; including
public spaces, created for common usage. Investig#he city and its social relations is continudthost from the
beginning of a sociology as an academic sciencthisrstudy the particular aspects of urban spadeaschitecture was
observed and investigated, to discover the chatiggsappear these days, almost one hundred ydersPafrk's and
Chicago School findings. This analysis, focus om igsue of spatial planning and development, aednthays of its
usage in temporary urban life.

2 INTRODUCTION

The general aim of this study is to focus on urkpace and its inhabitants, to observe, discoverdscliss its
relations. Contemporary changes in a city and udjzace, might be depicts by a symbolic meaningeafehsing
number of street benches in the urban landscafsedeto the growing number of CCTV (closed cirdeievision)
cameras investigating public space and citizemgant to discuss a street bench as a symbol of angugban public
environment and social relations in the city.

Fig.1. Children’s playground, youngsters’ placeyathering in the landscape of Pozna

The former, relatively common, situation in urbandscape, like this one when everybody, with nogdha
could seat and enjoy the city landscape, socialifie its neighbours, or just have a rest is notiseal in a
present-day urban reality. On the contrary, theven another, symbolic item of urban space thage — a
growing number of a closed-circuit television caasgrautomatically watching the public space, pedest,
citizens and everything that might be somehow ‘sasgdl’. Such, more and more popular artifact of cit
public space, seems to become an increasingly tapopart of modernization of a city infrastructure
Furthermore, a house behind the fence, guardedivgt@ security company and surrounded by a fevedoz
cameras have become in last several years a syohtsaicial status. It is worth to notice, that aligh
Pozna is here not the Polish leader, most flats offdrgdlevelopers is in gated buildings. The questson i
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how much does it influence the social relations attidudes — making some of them more efficientilevh
others — less possible, time-consuming, or evemaastonable and possible at all.

The bench as it is widely presented in a urbandesmoe, starts to become an disappearing, vanishing,
however still an meaningful item. The city is chaxggin many different ways, so the scientific discse is
about to investigate it. From the beginning of stmgjical analysis in Chicago in the end of"*@ntury (see:
Hannerz 2006a), till the end of the™6entury and Blakely and Snyder (see: Blakely angd&r 1999)
diagnosis of present trends in residential arramyesy) there were many academics’ efforts to desahb
city and its impact on citizens everyday life. Tdqn@vas also a meaningful Polish part in the antHogpeal
research of the city, conducted by Florian Znarijetdgether with William Thomas in a famous field
researchlrhe Polish Peasant in Europe and Amerit838) underlining the role of ‘humanistic conceipt’
analyzing citizens’ behavior and the meaning of $hace, especially the urban space. Znaniecki \gas a
analyzing the role of a space in creating and a@uey local communities. Farther descriptions were
conducted by Wirth ifdrbanism as a way of lif€1938) developed in Park’s and Burgess’s way othiag

the city (see: ed. Jaowiecki 2005). Today, whabuddh be also pointed in the urban discourse, is
globalization — the key word, that is mentionedlirthe contemporary social processes. In theastg place

of multicultural contacts, it is connected with thege migration flow, temporary as well as permanegal
and illegal, internal and international (see: Sas&@07), which is under the interests of many bgalike
International Organization for Migration — with fmems like the health, illegal migrations and ticking
and other pathologies connected with urban lifehbeginning of 21 century. Cities are raised as centers
of communication, mainly at an intercultural leske: ed. Ja owiecki 2005). There are also somer oth
features connected with a number of positive argainee effects of city lifestyles from the Simmepsint

of view (see: Simmel 2005), till the present effoid categorize and evaluate it (see: Tallon araimBry
2004).

The general idea of a study was connected withritegest in functional redefinition of public sgaand
placing it in a global context, to compare the $tolcase with others taken from a similar pointntérests.

We wanted to observe and describe the urban sfgaaghanges, forms of usage and problems connected
with the lack of neighbor’'s community coexistence @ooperation, replaced with the increasing nunolber
situations, when different groups of inhabitants, children and youngsters, have to use the sdace pt

the same time, and the difficulties caused.

Studying the literature, and discussing with stisléinat took part in the field research as volursteiring
the Institute of Sociology Summer Intership Prograen particular aspects of city’s infrastructure aver
chosen and evaluated in the context of arrangangususing it. A great students’ volunteers effort®aitd
even to enlarge the results far beyond expectatiind aspects mentioned were connected with th& mai
issue — neighborhood communities everyday lifeused across areas like forms of social life, stageas,
playgrounds and city leisure areas, parks and dalodities.

3 THE STUDY

One of the main human in general, and citizengdarticular, desires, is safety. Even today, we loak
front door, to hale a quiet and safe family lifeitBvhat seems to be symptomatic for present-daialslife,

to lock ones door is not enough, as it is morecigffit, to close and lock the surrounding area, el W is
rather curious how the ‘normal’ life goes on in #mall gardens, fenced and guarded 24/7. Theralsoe
many surveillance gadgets available for safety-=sexekCCTV cameras, PIN-code gates or a high-guarded
parking areas, and many others. The level of imrlatepends on ones will and economic status. Ewxeer
class member try to make their place of livingasetl from the external threats (real or imagin€ae feels
disturbed if is not sure about his or her own adredfamily’s safety. For ages, a strong settlersignvas a
kind of a guarantee to survive in an inhospitalnld anknown land. Today it seems to be similar,viath a

one significant difference — we do not need angmaors at all, and former unknown areas are regladth
no-go areas. Thanks to the new technologies, edpyesurveillance—oriented we are able to contra t
surrounding environment — the larger, the better.tlgat, nowadays, we see other people (nheighbours,
citizens, pedestrians, street mates) as a thnesn, lefore we meet them, or even if we do not ritessh at

all. In example, using Google.Earth software, yan easily find any example of urban spatial divgrsi
However if you look closer and focus on nowadaysskitts of big cities in Europe, or in the Unitethtd,
South Africa, China, and others — it is not so haritientify many examples of brand new residentidts —
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colorful and located next to forests, lakes. Sgoifi want to find such a district, it is quite easfollow the
highway in the outskirts of a big city, find thewesimilarly looking small buildings, and search fowall
around it. It is more and more easier, when yolitakle notice to the surrounding landscape — billakes,
that are widely used for isolation, not only asietygesque motif (i.e. in Nordelta in the BuenogeAi
outskirts). Yet there is one thing, extremely ieting among others — surprisingly often, the logd are
surrounded with the walls, that are higher houssdfj as the shadow on the picture in longer. Watt
created and constructed for? The answer is asingisis it is for safety, but the main way to reégcks the
isolation from ‘the others’ whoever they are.

There is also an offer addressed to the rich pémd@ their vacation time iall inclusiveresorts (that means
here mainly — safety resorts), or one can just oerven buy a ‘private island’, and enjoy theueés with
no external disturbance possible. Another examptais process, might be identified while visitioge of
many website DIY (do-it-yourself) kits ‘how to impre your home safety’ — i.e. there is an advicgt
gravel’ around your house, as this will make a gaemrance impossible for burglars during the rigie.
Another advice is ‘to light your house on at niglst everything around would be easily visible.oBe can
defend its cottage house with 2m high concrete tirapossible to climb’. The web site, and many athe
provide some ‘ready to use’ or ‘instant’ solutiotisat can help you to feel safer by isolating frotners, no
matter who they are and where do they come from.

Edward Hall (2003) claims, that the space surraumpdiveryone’s, might be called ‘the living spade’,
strictly connected with a culture, as it is a résidilculture. Yet what can be asked now, is —& dommon
desire of isolation is not only a symbol, but alsymptom of new culture approaching? Authors of
‘Fortress America’, Blakely and Snyder (1999), ewantioned, that we do not need any people in taoep

of residence, as we treat them as invaders. Weotdmeed others in everyday life, we do not neednthe
during the leisure activity (‘bowling alone societyith the lack of social capital, as Putnam claimeee:
Putnam 2000). The isolation is one thing, but aggtbven more awesome, might be connected with the
usage of remaining and fragmented pieces of psplce. It might be observed, when the playgrouedsar

— as that is not unusual when kids with parentsiairgg it since the morning till the midday, anteathat —
youngsters approach, while in the evening somepgan hordes of aggressive hooligans tend to use th
same place for the similar purpose — to spend tle&sure time. If the area is cleaned every morning
everything seems to work properly, however all gheups are playing somehow in a competition for the
same piece of urban space, and these group shoultaet each other, as the competition may become a
fight. It can be even compared to the situatioaf tHall (2003) mentioned as a ‘territorialism’ inimal
social life. In this case, although it is humannigsi life, the cause might be very close, similéine-lack of
sufficient space to enlarge social interactions.tiWes number of public space is diminishing, andnea
places are appearing, the problem is enlarged geamy with the every single change in urban puipiace.
Another illustration of this problem, might be cemted with the growing humber of urban surveillance
gadgets, compared to the decreasing number oft stemehes, in the same urban space and enlargement
these, that are not public any more. In generdingand fencing the place of living, is usuallyrgmared to

the examples of disappearing local communities: (8etker et al. 2007), and it is usually analyzexlam
adverse impact of contemporary urban lifestyles

4  FINDINGS

So, at first, we counted all the cameras and stveathes in the city landscape. What should betgihere, that
‘Closed Circuit Camera’ here, means a camera thaldced in the public space, watching it; we tookice to the
streets, while other examples like private cctv eaas, or cameras placed in public buses were notted. There was
also another problem identified — many of them whextremely hard to find. It was because to sdme@ purpose it
should not be easily visible, but the students virerestigating the streets with a special notioayws hope that the vast
majority of cctv cameras were identified
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Fig.2. Number of cctv cameras (left) and streetches (right) in the urban space (divided into hoemays parts); all the cameras
and benches were counted for each street of theatitl then the average for each part is presediede.

To sum up, there is possible to count about 1800\CCameras in Pozna The number is not really
impressive, the more — many of them are not agdaritegrated system, like the Police ones. Moghem
are private ones. In the system of city monitosvagks less then 100 cameras (it is not possiblettenow
the official data on it). Additionally the MPK (thdrban Transport Company) has installed in lastyea
about 30 cameras on the stops of PozRast Tramway. Additionally, since 2005 the moriitgrhave
become a standard for new or modernized fleet bfiptransport. On the contrary to London experésc
with thousands of cameras linked and integratezha surveillance system, in Poznan, there are rhaly
private investigation systems: all the city malés lit, some residential units too, and there a® pdrticular
examples of investigating city parks, few streetd arban recreational areas. Some shops, léteka (very
popular network of small shops with grocery andhtd) have integrated system of monitoring insidd a
outside shops, which allows for the people knowiagswords to observe the situation in the Internet.

Another important thing seems to be connected wi¢hlocalization of benches and cameras — while, in
general, cameras are located not only in urbanop@gtes’ hot spots, but in the area of new residént
buildings, street benches are more common in addess areas. And another one is, that the number of
cameras is increasing, while the number of benetrest so fast, if not decreasing. The relatively tumber

of street benches — almost 5500, is three timegebithan the number of cctv cameras counted. Haweve
mentioning all the other aspects connected witHotglization and management, it is not so optiicist
anyway. What can be observed at Fig.2, the lod@izaf benches — in the center of the city, witiile lack

of it in the suburbs, especially in the north-wast south-east part of the city, where many newdingjs

are erected. The number of cctv cameras — relgtsighificant in the center of the city, is alscaatkelatively
high rank in the suburbs, especially in the nonhgart of city. Observing articles in the local peg there is
possible to say that inhabitants are usually rahtcto benches. They associated benches with plaoese
meet cheap-wine-drinkers or youngsters.
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Fig.3. Questions about the public space availaiieifizens, especially with small children (i.éayprounds) — on the left (0 — no

public space, 5 — a lot of public space and faedjt and the usage of it — on the right (5 — wmbrding to the plan, 0 — misused,

i.e. marked by hooligans devastating playgrournidshe blank areas, no public space was arrangesh existing areas were not
used in any way

The similar conclusion come from the analysis ofsfions connected with the existence of public spacailable for
citizens (Fig.3, left), and the usage of it (Figight). The results prove, that the problem is ooty on the side of
arranging ‘any’ public space, but also approachdké forms of usage.

5 DISCUSSION

‘Streets of pathology’ — seems do be one of predaptliché. The motif of a street as an area of violence,
disorder and crime is much more often, than aseepbf neighborhood community life. Urban ‘hot spoff
aggression replaces former neighbors’ communi8esit ‘naturally’ implicates some safety strategidike
fencing the whole area, and guarding it to defegairest threats.

In the discussion aboutban gated aream the literature, there are three main examplisgdaifestyle GC,
connected with particular leisure activities regyl@onducted by citizens, i.e. ‘golf freaks resgrtprestige
GC, with the main purpose as ‘enlighten’ ones well-ggirichness, and so on, like ‘the million dollar
resort’; and the last ongecurity zone GCwith the primary goal to defend citizens surroechdy real or
imagined danger (see: Blakely, Snyder 1999, sae Risinik 2001). And the last one is probably thesin
crucial factor in here. There are some argumelmés widely often appears in this discourse. Orabiut the
sense of community among citizens — do the fenogtament raise the level of community life, orkeaa

it possible? The question is important, as quitergfpeople moving to fenced areas pointed, thatds not
possible to socialize with neighbors’ outside thmude before, while now — it is so, i.e. because of
homogenous social structure. So do the communjthaces anonymity? One of the issues that could, help
are the architects efforts, at the level of plan,find the atmosphere of Victorian times from tRKéX
century olde England’, or just the village life citions (see: Ghirardo 1999). But does it reallyke@ The
guestion is interesting, as some research datassltoat there is often an contrary result — andightour is
mentioned to be ‘overinterested in my private gard€&here is also an interesting point, if suchusiohns
help to create somehow the new, socially privilegdite. While the unpredictable result might bewad
with the isolation, not only from the external poaf view (impossible to enter), but also from theernal
one — impossible, or just unreasonable, to leave.

Sometimes, academics even rise a question abodtitime of democracy around such areas — as c#fizen
pay for removal trash, upkeep of roads, guardsutei facilities, so then what for pay the localetX
Sometimes they even mentioned, that ‘normal sdi&lwas available only inside, among such private
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governance areas. Anyway, such questions will beerand more often raised, as gated areas arevedyati
new so far (see: Hook et al. 2002, Nagendra 204 hatural implication of the mentioned featuresds to
the gettoisation and fragmentation of urban area:(gd. Ja owiecki 2007).

‘If he will not manage to bite you, | will manageghot you- such a sign-board, posted in front of a private
possession in Poznan outskirts, illustrates theergérsocial trend of isolation and treating theraumding
area as an uninteresting, inhospitable, and dangeome. While my students were crossing streets,
conducting the research, they realize, that sonte cameras are watching their steps and taking some
immediate actions, like observing, giving questiongven warning students ‘to go away at once’héligh

it is not clear if all the cameras were a part glystem, or just an isolated ones, but it is probaiberesting
from the sociological point of view. The topic isrgeillance and visible examples of that. The nurmidfe
places, guarded and surveillance is increasing.sbeel relation is such places is being redefirigad. in
what direction? The Fig.3 results’ presentatiom, gfeneral low and insufficient level of common peibl
space available for citizens — especially, againhé city suburbs.

To answer this question, | wanted to focus on tiewing issues: the first one is connected with tlumber
of street benches compared with the number of catweras, that can be identified across the cigetsr
The second issue is the arrangements of leisues aré¢he number of playgrounds, city parks is oyt
but another, even more important is the way itged) it means: according to the planned one, or\iiet
identified and investigated this problem watchihg turban life that was incredibly flexible, i.effdrent
social groups used it in the mornings, and differarthe afternoons. Mentioning Hall’'s (2003) expsnt
with rats crowded in a box, and forced to competing fighting for their ‘living space’, one can v if it
is not the permanent symptom of urban life — compgeior a space not only for leisure, but also ottaily
routines.

Another interesting conclusion might be pointedhatlevel of redefining different aspects of sosiatus —

a characteristic symptom for urban reality — exgnexpensive luxury cars parking in front of relaty
budget houses, or second common picture, whenituairesidential houses enclaves are surrounddd wit
examples of low middle class residential units.

So then, where to find a street bench to rest? pltrdly, it is widely visible across large conerbtocks

units - as a part of post-socialism ideas of cngatiosed residential units, fitting most of citiseneeds. The
former so called 'concrete deserts' are becoming immed more green (because of planted trees), @tela
citizens' friendly because of many benches avalabl

6 COMPARING THE RESULTS WITH THE PREFERENCES ABOUT RE SIDENTIAL AREAS

The conclusions from the street surveys were coetpaiith the results of research on migration reagtone in the
suburbs of Poznaand in the one of old districts (Jee) in 2006 (Beim 2007; Beim, Tolle 2008). Theeashes
shows that the environmental aspects are very i@apbifactors taking into consideration during thecidion on
migration to the suburbia. The notice of environtaéaspects is limited only to three main factasoustic climate, air
pollution and proximity to the greenery areas. Ehessues are also push and pull factors — are ingpprtant for
decision about leaving the city and for searchimgaf new place to live. Characteristic is thatdepect as playgrounds
are completely unimportant, for people moving tbwsts and for people moving to the central disriétt seems that
people moving to the city centre do not expect fiastructure for the children and for integratisith neighbors.
Next, migrants to suburbs hope that theirs priatigns solve the problem with playgrounds for e¢hitldor meeting
places. These expectation of customers meet thieypol developers which maximize its incomes anduces the
public space in new settlements to the necessadsrdt whole deepens the society atomization aakiesdifficult to
develop good neighborhoods relations.
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Reasons why Pozna ‘s inhabitants have decided to leave the cityand m  ove to suburbs
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source: Beim 2007

Fig.4. Reasons why Poznaitizens have decided to leave the city and mowburbs

Interesting are opinions according the safety. €respects play relative small role in decisiondod choosing new
flats or houses in the city centre and in the sabuPerhaps, solutions like CCTV, security-compsitigervention or —
usually in case of inner city flats — gated comntiesiare seemed to be a standard offering satesfigivel of save,
independent on the part of agglomeration. Sometsirange outcomes of research is information thattexisting or
potential — threatens are not the important reaspobBange the living place.

7 CONCLUSION

From all the interesting findings and a conclusjahsit appear from this research project, we waided
underline to following, that should be developed:

1) the visible changes in city buildings, publicthepe — these that allow to claim the city is peremily
living and growing, however the question is abdwat $hape and directions of the changes in terrapaifal
segregation of urban streets should be pointecels w

2) the appearing question of farther limits of sugbw, limits connected with spatial segregatior an
problems at borders of separated areas, or thatisitucalled ‘no man’s land’ or ‘no go land’ thedems to
replace the former public space, even in the hggbceenters of the city,

3) it is also connected with the question, if thiblc sphere is really public, or, better, who he tpublic
(spectators and users, preferably ‘heavy-users)why — wealthy, and beautiful middle class yoadglts,
or just consumers? The questions is also aboualsextlusion practices, on certain negotiated dwrdi,
making the particular groups of citizens — the pammigrants, unemployed youngsters, and so fafth,
needed, which seems to be a danger for urban life,

4) The problem, identified in polish conditions,gmi be called ‘the fragmentarization’: the strests quite
poor quality ones, but the cars parked in the driese rather new models, what else: nice-lookemgis
detached houses often contrast with almost coniplééxvastated old buildings around. The similarimhige
described about its inhabitants — a wide rangeoibis background might be observed in almost egéget
in a city. What about the results — as it can lesymed, it leads to social disturbance rather tihgeaceful
coexistence of neighbours.

5) There is also a question of leisure facilities it is usually treated as a part of organizivggurban space
according to citizens' needs, however, what shdddalso underlined, there is a wide range of other
facilities, or recreational areas, that do not teixissocial experience, but are 'very light used:., national
parks and nature reserves. Most of such areascarsrpopular among people, that are used to e
parks' and other similar areas. This seems to bepwrse, a part of acceptable situation for thaseas
authorities, who are not for 'heavy usage' (i.¢ional park rangers), but what should be also mestl - a
responsible usage. In example, in one of Poznaskiot#, youngsters were commiting many acts of
violence, and devastating children's playgroundtifase was no 'playground' for them), while nobsdy
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the surrounding forests as an interesting placerdoreation. The lack of information, i.e. in schbo
program, may lead to such attitudes and behaviours.

To sum up, a wide range of citizens’ attitudes poblic space was observed. In many cases, pegpte tr
take care and personalize the surrounding aress@nd visible change approaches. On the other Haere,
is often no possibility to do any changes, as mefifigrts do not complete with any successes. In @ne
people living in the suburbs, take a greater ndticineir neighbourhood, but it is often markedhaat great
attendance to strangers, usually defireegyiori, as a threat. Some visible examples from the cefitthe
city prove, that the increasing number of survedka tools, do not lead to creating a social frigndl
environment. The results of the study should beeéeecand compare with the next part of field reseahat

is to be taken next year.
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